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| SAKON MOTOR CAR CORPORATION

Salas Cepartmar: Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A.
. Replying to yours of

Miscellaneous Rambling Jecember 15, 1915,
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Can you'bSiieve that summer is

about over for those of us in Saxon times
the Nortfexrn parts. I hope by
you allghé@ your Saxons out to Walter Prichard
a parade; or shov somevhere. A registry of current Saxon
For some reason people Jjust Automobile owners. It is
don't take out their 014 cars published twice a year in
s any more around here. Dbut about March and September to
when they do people really distribute information about
crowd around. the remaining Saxon cars and
This time I am reprinting an their owners. Also it should
article that several people help locate parts and
have' sent me. I surely hope information for these cars.
everyone enjoys it. It is There is no charge £for this
sort of "The history in a service. L. pak out the
thimble” type article. I "SAXON TIMES' because I want
hope every one realizes when to return something to the
someone writes an article like hobby for all the pleasure it
this that they just hit the gives me. I work for a living
highlights as space permits like most people and  the. cost
and that a lot of detail has I can handle. However if you
been left out and a few i would like to help, my out of
adjustments may be made to pocket cost are about $2.50
make the article £flow in a per year. I would like to
readable manner. I hope you thank all those vho have
enjoy it. Maybe sometime I helped me through the years.
will sit down and get all my Contributions of Short
information together and write articles, for Sale and wanted
an article according to the Items are velcome and
original 1literature as I see encouraged. If you have
it. Until that time.... articles or restoration hints
and you would like to write
I have a couple of owners them in a form (columns) I can
trying to £ind parts and copy it would be even more
% literature and information for helpful. Please send any
: their ‘cars. You will £ind correspondence to Walter
i their adds on the back page Prichard, 5250 N. W. Highland
fe— and please help them if you Dr., Corvallis, Oregon 97330
, can. -

Thanks Walt ;'Rm;-“;
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The Saxon Motor Company of Detrolt, MI, formed in
November 1913, had a good start in the auto industry.
Its directors were all well known in the automobile
trade; men like Hugh Chalmers, Harry W. Ford, G. W.
Dunham, C. A. Woodruff, H. H. Pinney and Percy
Owen. Even though the Chalmers Motor Company had
the largest representation on the Saxon board, the two
companies remained separate corporations. The men
on the Saxon board were Iinterested In producing a
“good two-passenger car at a low price." They planned
to keep the price low by designing the car to effect a
greater savings in the manufacturing cosl.

In January 1914, the Saxon was ready 10 be shown al
the New York Show and on February 23, 1914, the firs!
Saxon was shipped lo ils new owner. The Saxon "A’
runaboul featured a four-cylinder Continental, water
coaled en bloc motor of unit type. The tour cylhinders
and the crankcase were one casting, including tha
inlake and exhaust manifolds. The waler-jackeled
head fit over the entire cylinder block and was easily
removable. The motor was of L-head design: all valves
being on the lelt side and fully enclosed. The cyhnders
were 2% in. bore and 4 in. stroke, developing a
horsepower of 15.

A new lype of lubncation was used on the 191¢
Saxons. It was the vacuum splash sysiom, whereby oil
was circulated and held at a constant level without &
single moving part. An Atwaler-Kent distrabutor andsix
dry cells were used for the igmtion, with the dry cells
located under the sent. The six-gallon gravily leed
gasoline lank was located under the cowl. It was
clauned that the car could go 150 miles on i tank olgas.

The Henry Fora Museum s 1915 Saxon “Fowr rowdtsier Pholo
courtesyv ol The Henry Ford AMusewmn, Deaiborn Micmgan
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The sliding gear progressive transmission, located on
the rear axle, provided two forward speeds and one
E<mqmo speed.

%.Thé Ea%.mvio equipped with 28 Inch wire wheels
::ma with 3 inch tires and a single step instead of a
running board. The low price of $395 included a top,
adjustable windshield, two gas headlights, gas
om:m-m.m«db: 3:._65 bulb horn, baggage box, tools
and & tire kit. Production of the 96-inch wheelbase
Saxon for 1314887595 units. Several changes were
instituted v ! w Bca«uoco m:::.:a boards were

u«:ﬂ a Emsg related that the

QD?bm:S Detroit, Mich., broke
pres mnoam by shipping 1800 Saxons
xm The highest shipment for a single

ac::_@

day .om cars on June 22. Nearly 5000 cars
have ;¥ noma in three months, a very
no:a. le record for a new company with a
new p .

The wmg proved ils durability and economy

Oy

several ._iﬂw.m&c::c the first year. On May 9, 1914, a

cererfion was held in Detroit, Ml to mark the finish ofa
135 mile _.m.m< Saxon car of its run of 30 consecutive
days. this run of 4050 miles, the mechanism of the

found to be in perfect shape and the tires
Practically no sign of wear. This same car was
a:<m: Wum than a month later from New York City ona
30-day transcontinental trip across the United States
on_ . g Lincoln Highway. Averaging 30 miles to the
mm_ :. the car arrived in San Francisco on July 4, 1914,

: io runs convinced the public of the Saxon's

: the success_of the first Saxons assured, the
Buu:v. expanded. "A plant, formerly operated by the
o: *Motor Car Company, was laken over lo
_:nammm production. In addition to the four-cylinder
Smnﬂma which were to be built in greater numbers, a
m_x.rn«.__:aﬂ touring car and a four-cylinder delivery
car'would be added to the line.
The most notable changes in the roadster from 1914
were the running bbards, a tapering hinged bonnet,
cowl board in the dash, moving of the headlights from

the stde to the front, and a change in color to a dark .

blue body with black: running gear. The motor was
basically the same one used the previous year. The low
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price tag of $395 remained. However, for $70 extra, one
could get electric lights and an electric starter.

The big news at the Saxon plant in 1915 was the
"Six." The six-cylinder motor, also a Continental, was
of the long stroke, high speed type, developing 3010 35
horsepower. Electric lighting and slarting equipment
were standard as were headlight dimmers, tail light,
top, windshield, electric horn, speedometer, exira
rims, tire irons and tools. The wheelbase was 112
Inches with 32 in. wheels and 3% in. tires. The six-

selective sliding gear type transmission was located on
the rear axle. It had three forward and one reverse
speeds. The price for the Saxon “Six" was $785, based
on a production of 25,000 cars.

Saxons conlinued o prove their worth in various
reliability runs such as the 32-day run in the spring of
1915 in Michigan. The car was driven over some of the
worst roads in the state for a lolal of 4665 miles. The
Saxon roadster averaged 37 miles lo the gallon of gas
and 74 miles to a quart of oil. The total expense for this

1914 Saxon runaboul. Note the single step used instead of a running board. Catalog illusiration.

cylinder motor was of the en bloc type, with L-
head cylinders, the valves on the right side. The Saxon
“Six" had an ample cooling system, using the thermo-
syphon system. The radialor was of cellular type witha
4 gallon capacity. The cast aluminum one piece fan
was driven off the crankshaft; the three blades shaped
to provide a maximum circulation ol air.

Ignition was provided by an Atwater-Kent distributor
with starting and lighting by a Gray & Davis single unil
m<m.o:_.. Asin the four-cylinder Saxon, a splash system
was used for lubrication. The “Six" carried a 10-gallon
gasoline tank located in the cowl. As before, the

trip was $25.07. Those were the days!

The 1916 Saxons were tull of relinements with no
increase in the price of the standard type. However,
different body slyles meant higher prices. A “Six"
roadster was added at $785, a "Six"” touring car with
extra detachable limousine top at $935 and a "Four"
roadster with exira detachable coupe top at $455.

One of the changes made on the 1916 Saxons was
the equipping of the touring cars with a Ward-Leonard
Iwo-unit starting and lighting system instead of the
Gray & Davis used previously. This system was
optional an the lour-cylinder cars far a price of $50.
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You Can Now Have Electric Lights -
and Starter on Your Saxon i
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With electric lights and electric starler as optional equip-
ment, the new Saxon today stands out even more pre-

eminently than before as the most up-lo-date 2-passenger 14
market within $500 of

| time and time sgain i the sorvice of mare

on the

automobile

- AV00 amnere

weelul running .
n seannmy snid meany other

ed canvenence

(370 eaven)

s ropecially demaned for Sazon
Deteons encluuvely for the Sa
re on most light care it adde but lLatle

smpart and pemeiiul shemlutely quiet when warring
0, and mabes ae spprer whle neise whon the cur -

A Dependsble Delivery Car
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for dealers to handle.
< wow than before. Just ask for litersture and in.
= {ormation about the Sazon opportunily lo deal.
era. Address Dept. P,

Detroit

its price,

The 1915 Saxon motor as piclured in an early catalog

s e ormos e 9 nb.

e

3eson Delivery Car, 400 pounds capasdy. 1398

The Sazon line has always been a desirable line

It is even more deairnble

A Saxon ad Irom the Novermnber 25, 1914 1ssue of THE HORSELESS AGE. Note thepicture ol the delivery car

ar the lower right

This was a dilference of $20. from the previous years'
price. Changes in the appearance ol the touring cars
were as follows: battleship linoleurmn covered the
aluminum-bound running boards and lloor boards, a
molding was added around lhe lop, increasing the
height of the car, and the standard color was green for
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the body and black for the molding and running gear.
Previous years had seen the use of a dull linish pebble
grain upholstery. In 1916, Saxon changed to DuPont's
Fabrikoid, a bright finish upholstery. Mechanical
improvements included Timken axles and Timken
bearings throughout the chassis and silenl helical

bevel drive gears. The spark plugs were moved from
their position over the exhaust valves 1o over the inlet
valves, thus keeping them cleaner and insuring that
they last longer. Equipment on the "Six" remained the
same with the addition of a dash light and a jack.
The biggest and most important change lo occur in
the design of the four-cylinder Saxon was the change
to a three-speed transmission. Timken axles were also
used on the four. Appearance changes included a
larger windshield and signal lamps. The signal lamps
were located on the cowl at the side. On the four, a
delivery body was furnished for $395 if requested.
On August 21, 1916, the Saxon Motor Car Corp.
announced thal it would share a special bonus wilth its
employees, recognizing the parl lhey played in the
success of the company. Factory and olfice workers

ANTIOVE ARTOMURILE

g4 os

PP R PR L e




: .~.%
LAY

l?‘;

who were with the company for more than 90 days
received a bonus al the rate of 5 percent of their yearly
salary. This included everyone excep! the factory
workers who were paid on a piece-work basis. They
received a bonus of 3 percent.

In January 1917, the Saxon Motor Car Corp. sullered
a $250.000 fire. Two hundred cars were destroyed as
were structures used for assembly purposes. Within
one week of the fire, production was resumed in
additional factory quarlers which were under lease al
the time.

The 1917 Saxons which came out alter the fire were
basically a continuation of the 1916 models with some
changes in the'mechanics and appearance of the cars
The price on the four-cylinder models was raised $100
to S495. Tius price ancrease a two-umil
Wagner starting and hghting system.an electnce hom,a
specdometer. and 30 < 3 inch twes on demountable
rims. A new Reichenbach atonuzer type carburetor
replaced the type larmerly used (Mayer) Other
changes on the four included Vol the side ol
lamps. and the electne hghts were hitted with dimimers
for cily driving

The changes on the Saxon “Six" ncluded a new
Wagner stamting and hghting  system.  a Remy
distributor. the back ol the front seat was dropped
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1917 Saxon owned by Dr.
John G. McAnlis of
Wadsworth, Ohio.

slightly, the windshield inclined, the upholstery
improved and the fenders changed.

Feeling that their success would continue, the
directors of Saxon decided to have a new plantbuilton
the outskirts of Detroil. Construction was reported in
the February 15, 1917 issue of The Motor Age. The
target date for completion was June 1, 1917. Almost a
year later, the January 17, 1918 issue of Automotive
Industries reported that the plant was still being built. A
month later, the almost completed plant was taken over
by the government for a consideration of $800,000. The
government planned to use the plant for munition
storage. The Uniled States’ involvement in World War |
hurt the Saxon Company. There was a lack of raw
materials and parts which left the company with 2300
unfilled orders in April 1918,

The 1918 Saxons tended to be basically the same as
the 1917 models, According to the N.A.C.C.'s 1918
Handbook of Automobiles, the 1918 models were
painted Richelieu blue with cream wheels and black
running gear. All specifications and accessories were
the same as 1917. On February 10, 1918, the price on
the Saxon six-cylinder touring car was raised from
$935 to $995. The price on this model was raised again

The S: Saxon “Six" sedan. Catalog dlustration
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STRENGTH —Saxon is sturdily built of fine materials,
ECONOMY —-Saxon is economical because it is light in
weight. Light weight means a saving in fuel and tires.
SERVICE —Saxon, because of its modern design, good
materials and construction, gives the best possible ser
vice. Itis today making in 30,000 owners’ hands,

The cover of a 1916 issue of SAXON DAYS, a publication of the Saxon Motor Car Company.

on April 9, 1918 to $1,045. It was also announced at this In late 1918 and early 1919, there was much concern
time that the four-cylinder models would be aboul the financial stability of the Saxon Motor Car
discontinued. Corporation. The March 1919 issue of Automoabile

There were a few changes in the 1919 Saxons. The ' Trade Journal reported hearing a persistent rumor ol
gasoline system was swilched from a gravity feed the merger of Saxon and Ihe Doble Steam Car
system to a vacuum system. The colors available were  Company. However, on March 3, the rumor was proven
blue, maroon or gray, all wilh black running gear. The  false when the reorganization of the Saxon Company
standard equipment remained the same; however, the  was announced. The company was refinanced for five
price rose to $1,195. million dollars by Chicago, Boston and New York
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Cover of a 1917 issue of SAXON DAYS
bankers. Credit lor getting the company back on ils

feet belonged to the president of the company,
Benjamin Golfredson. Once the company was on ils
way again, Gotlredson resigned. He was also the
president of the American Auto Trimming Co. and
wanted to devote his time lo that company. C. A.
Pfelfer, one of the original board members and the
secrelary and treasurer of the company, was elected
president,
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JAXON MOTOA CAR CORPORATION
‘ BEIROIT. MICHIL A

VANITY FAIR MAGAZINE always had beautiful ads. This one on the Saxon s from the

Augusl 1920 issuve.

The Saxons for 1920 were totally diflerent from their
predecessors. Both four- and six-cylinder models were
available. The cars were of the Brush design,
incorporating the overhead valve sysiem, deep frame
conslruction, and double transverse, cantilever rear
springs. The clutch was a dry-plate lype and the
transmission a standard form of three-speed design.
The block-cast, four cylinders were 3% in. by 5in., with
the valves mounted in the head. The six-cylinder

MARCIE-APRIL 1981
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models had a bore and stroke of 3% by 5. Cooling on
both models was by thermo-syphon and oiling by
spray and pressure through the crankshafl. The fuel
was fed from a Stewart vacuum tank to a Stromberg
carburetor. An interesting feature ol his fuel system
was the way in which unvaporized particles of luel were
vaporized. At slow motor speeds, fuel was taken from
the carburetor into an expansion chamber located in
the manifold just above the throttle valve. The apex of

Another Saxon ad in VANITY FAIR. in the Oclober _ow.c issue,

the conical-sided expansion chamber formed-aventuri
tube (hour glass shaped) for the manilold. The unva-
porized particles of fuel were gathered out of the main-
stream of fuel and permitted lo trickle back to an eddy
space. This eddy space was healed by the exhaust
gases, thus vaporizing the particles of fuel, which were
then sent back into the main stream of fuel. The price
for the 1920 Saxons was $1785.

In 1921, the new models were given the name
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Wiring diagram from the STANDARD AUTO-ELEC TRICIAN'S
MANUAL lor the 1915 and 1916 Saxon.

“Saxon-Duplex." Four models were offered: a live-
passenger touring car at $1675; a four-passenger
foursome coupe at $2475; a live passenger sedan at
$2475 and the “Blackstone" touring, lor which no price
was given. These models were all basically the same as
the 1920 models.

Five models were offered for the year 1922. They
were: the "Blackstone" touring, $1495; a five passenger
touring car, $1295; a roadster, $1345; and a coupe and
a sedan, both offered for $1995. Again the models were
similar 1o the 1920 models.

In February, 1922, C. A, Pleffer, the president of the
company, resigned in order to pursue his own personal
business interests. During his three years as president,
the company was reorganized and all its indebtedness
liquidated. During the spring and summer of 1922, the
company developed its new models for 1923, which
were to sell for about $1000. However, financing was
needed to show the cars al the winter shows. In August,

1922, arrangemants were made or the sale of 200,000
shares of stock to raise money. But poor market
conditions prevailed and the plan failed. The company
was forced lo close its plant. In December 1922, three
ol the company's creditors filed a bankruplcy petition
in Detroit Federal Court. Officers of the company had
been expecling this action due lo the financial plans
failing. When the 1923 edition of the N.A.C.C.
Handbook of Automobiles came oul, a picture, along
with specifications of the 1923 "Blackstone” touring
car, was Included. However, no cars were

iV
.

manufactured and the company closed its doors
forever. It was left to someone else lo make "a goadlow
priced car."
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Saxon Serial Numbers and Specifications—1914-1923 (Incomplete)
Wheel- Bore & Tire Running
Year Model base siroke slze Cyl. Arr. H.P. Body color gear Serial numbers Price
1914 A %" 2%x4 28x3 4 Lhead 15 100-7,599 § 395
1915 A - %" 2Ax4 28x3 4 L-head 121  Richelieu Black 7,600-9.740 $ 395.
Blue
“six" 12" 24x4% 32x3% 6  L-head 3035 Richeliew Black 100-4.643 $ 795.
Blue
1916 " 96" 2%x4 28x3 4 \Vertically 121  Green or Black 101-9,598 $ 395.
blue
§12 112 2hx4% 32x3% 6 Vertically 1984 Green Black 5101-19,543  § 785.
$ 935. w/lop
1917 B5R 9% 2%x4 WxI 4 Vertically 12.1 AcmeCadil- Black(incl. 9.601-18399  § 495.
lac Green hood) $ 455. wllop
S4T 112 2%x4% 32x3% 6 Verlically 1984 AcmeCadil-  Black 1920135594  § 815,
lac Green
1918 Y181 112 2hx4% 32x3% 6 Verticaily 19.84 Richelieu Black 1,201-7,180  § 935.
Blue
Y18R 6 Black 101-1,000 $ 935.
1919 Yier 112° 2hx4% R2x3% 6 Verically 19.84 Blue, Black 7.181- $1195.
Maroon or
Gray
Y18R 6 864- $1195.
1920 125 12" x5 Rx4 4 Verlically 156 Blue Black 90,001-90.750  $1785.
(Al Models)
1921 “Blackstone” 112" J%x5 x4 4 Vertically 1823 Rolls-Royce  Black 90,800-91.000
Saxon- Touring Blue w/Gold |All Models)
Duplex slriping
1922 “Blackstone” 112" 3% x5 32x4 4 Vertically 196 Rolis-Royce  Black 91,000- $1495,
Saxon- Touring Blue (All Models)
Duplex
1923 “Blackstong” 112° 3% x5 32x4 4  Vertically 196 Maroon, same as above
Saxon-  Touring Green or
Duplex Blue
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DOES ANYONE KNOW OF ANY SAXON RACING HISTORY?

I own a 1915 Saxon speedster ("homemade" in 1921) which I am
pPreparing for racing in the 1994 Monterey Historic Vintage
Car )aces (the Indy 500 of vintage racing). I would very
much like to know of any Saxon racing history. I have
looked through lots of old racing books but have yet to find
any mention of Saxons being raced - yet in the teens and 20s,
almost every marque did a bit of racing somewhere, although
not necessarily factoxy sponsored. I have heard from some
old time racing guys that modified Saxon engines were used
for some of the earliest midget racers.

Do any of you know of any history for racing, midget engines
or hop-u+ hints for the Saxon four? If so, I would
appreciate your mailing it to me or call:

Tom DeMund
174 Santa Rosa Ave.
Sausalito, CA 94965

Wallace Doane bought

Wes Myrichs 6 cyl Roadster in
- 1987 and is just nov starting
to work on it and the first
thing he found were the
fenders are in deep trouble
can you help him?

Wallace Doane

5308 Circle Dr.

Belmont, Mich 49306
1-616-874-6007

Does Anyone.

have & pictore
of one of Mese
SaXxons ?

F%Lrn.TLI fDACftb ?

The Soxon 4 delivery cor sold for $395. The gas lights on the dosh
ond obsence of running boords were typical of the 1914 models.



